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Church Office Hours 
8:45 a.m. - 12:30 p.m., 

Monday - Friday 
 

E-Mail:  stpauls-episcopal@earthlink.net 
Web Site: www.stpaulsmonroenc.com 

 

Telephone: 704-289-8434 
Fax: 704-225-1964 

 

Diocese of North Carolina 
 

The Rev. Gary Steber, 
Interim Rector 

The Rt. Rev. Michael B. Curry,  
Bishop 

The Rt. Rev. William O. Gregg,  
Assistant Bishop 

The Rt. Rev. Alfred C. Marble, Jr., 
Assisting Bishop 

 

The Vestry 
Henry Jenkins, Sr. Warden 

Gary Noles, Jr. Warden 
Lisa Hilbish, Clerk 

Jim Becker 
Ronnie Cutler 

Kyle Dunn 
Jan Lochary 

Scott Rushing 
Tara Steffen 

 
 

Jimm Wetherbee, Treasurer 
Sarah Palmer, Bookkeeper 

 

Jim Becker, Webmaster 
 
 

Organist/Music Director 
Kathleen Prevost 

 
Parish Secretary 
Kristin Barclay 

 

Sunday Schedule of Services 
 

8:00 a.m. (Spoken Service) 
Holy Eucharist, Rite 1 

 
10:30 a.m. (Choral Service) 

   1st Sunday, Holy Eucharist, Rite 2 
   2nd Sunday, Holy Eucharist, Rite 1 
   3rd Sunday, Holy Eucharist, Rite 2 
   4th Sunday, Holy Eucharist, Rite 1 
   5th Sunday, Holy Eucharist, Rite 2 
 

Weekday Service 
 

5:30 p.m. Every Tuesday, 
Holy Communion with 

Laying on of Hands 
and Anointing 
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Published six times per year 

Editor: Charlotte Jenkins 
 2115 Wedgewood Dr. 
 Matthews, NC  28104 
 704/821-6037 
E-Mail : 
charlottegjenkins@windstream.net 

 

Please mail or e-mail any news or 
articles for A Potpourri to 

Charlotte as indicated above  
no later than the 15th of each month 
to appear in the following month’s 
magazine. Articles may be edited 

for clarity and length.�



Message from the Interim Rector 
June 2009 

 

Eager to Receive* 
 

 Thank you, Tommy, for helping me to 
see the Lord with new eyes. 
 You are a Downs-Syndrome child, 

Tommy.  From the age of about three you have received 
communion.  Your parents and I tell you that you are fed by Jesus 
at his table in a special way, because he loves you. 
 You eagerly come forward, with your parents, and stand 
between them.  You hold up your hands, open and expectant, to 
receive half of a whole wheat wafer (you have difficulty 
swallowing). 
 As it is placed in your hands you respond with unrestrained 
joy and thanksgiving!  And, without fail, a peace settles over you 
as you return to your seat.  There is no doubt that Jesus has fed 
you. 
 A couple of weeks ago you got sick and missed two 
Sunday Eucharists.  Yesterday your mother called and asked, 
somewhat apologetically, if I brought communion to the home for 
children. 
 I replied that I did.  She seemed relieved, and said, 
“Tommy has had an infection and could not leave the house.  
During all this time at home he has gotten increasingly agitated 
because I have been unable to understand some new words and 
gestures.  A few minutes ago it hit me!  Gary, he holds his hands 
out and says that he wants Jesus!  Is it possible for you to bring 
communion to him today?” 
 Of course, Tommy, I went to your home.  You were glad to 
see me, but you wanted to get down to the main order of business. 
 You stood with your arms outstretched, in your usual 
eagerness.  As I put the half of wafer into your hands, you put it 
quickly into your mouth.  As always, your face immediately broke 
forth in joy, and the peace of the Lord settled upon you.   



Eager to Receive (continued from previous page) 
 
You were fed.  You and Jesus were one.  And 
tears of joy and peace came to your mother 
and me.  We were fed by Jesus, through you. 
 Tommy, do we really have to possess 
knowledge and understanding of these holy 
mysteries before we receive Jesus, the Christ, 
in us?  Why do we adults have to be so formal 
and somber as we stand or kneel around his 
holy table?  Are we afraid we will offend him?  Can’t we present 
ourselves as you do?  Eager, expectant, joyous? 
 Tommy, I am deeply moved.  Our Lord and Savior Jesus 
has never been more present as he was in you today.  I can see 
clearer now.  I know that I, too, can be at one with my Lord.  All I 
have to do is to want to be fed by him, and he will give me the joy 
and peace he promises.  I think it is that simple.  Thank you, 
Tommy. 
 

+Gary 
 

*Written and published December 2, 1990, in The Living Church, 
when Gary was rector of St. Matthias’ Church in Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama.  
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New Parish Directory in the Works 
 

 A 2009 Parish Directory is being 
assembled, and if you want to be sure all your 
information is accurate, please contact me at 
charlottegjenkins@windstream.net with your 
current address, telephone number(s), and e-mail 

address(es). 
 We hope to have the new directories available by mid-
summer. 
 

~Charlotte Jenkins 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Don’t forget to make your reservations for our annual 
Valle Crucis weekend! 
 Rooms in the Mission House—our only house for the 
October 16-18 Family Weekend—are filling up, so go ahead and 
reserve your space while there are rooms left. 
 This year’s retreat coincides with the Valle Country Fair 
as well as the peak leaf-looking time in the North Carolina 
mountains.  At the fair you can enjoy 100+ juried fine-art and 
crafts booths, freshly pressed apple cider, hot-out-of-the-kettle 
apple butter, music, food, and old-fashioned fun. 
 Rooms, all linens, and six meals cost $120 per person...a 
real bargain.  Reserve your space now by contacting Charlotte at 
704.821.6037 or charlottegjenkins@windstream.net. 
 

�  

Valle Crucis Awaits You 

Every Member Canvass Update 
 
 As of April 1, we had received 122 pledges for $225,722.  
Pledges support the ministry of St. Paul’s through the budget.  
All of us need to support the ministry here by giving time, talent, 
and treasure.   
 If you would like to make a pledge for 2009, please 
contact Gary Noles, 2009 Every Member Canvass Chair. 



Seek and Ye Shall Find           Don Ambrose 
 

 The committee began its search for a rector in February 
upon appointment by the Vestry.  During its meetings the 
committee has taken the following actions: 
  
Adopted a Search Committee prayer. 
Agreed that its recommendation would require unanimity. 
Accepted the Vestry's November 1 deadline to recommend a 

candidate. 
Published a Vestry-approved parish profile on the parish web site. 
Devised a twice-monthly meeting schedule that can be modified as 

circumstances demand. 
Agreed to make regular reports to the Vestry, plus reports to the 

parish at Sunday services, via the Potpourri, and other means. 
Met with Canon Michael Hunn to review and discuss search 

procedures established by the diocese.  The committee will 
maintain close communication with Canon Michael throughout 
the process. 

Heard from Canon Michael that the committee will begin receiving 
names of candidates during the first week of May. 

Began formulating questions that will be asked of candidates. 
Began developing an interviewing process for candidates. 
Received with regret the resignations of Doug Lengquist and Frank 

Gaertner. 
Received from the diocese in late May the names of 19 persons 

who might be interested in our open position. The names are 
from the database maintained by the national church.  The 
committee will ask these individuals if they wish to be 
included in our search.  Later, the diocese will send us another 
list of people who have indicated their interest by letter and 
résumé. 

 

 The members of the committee are Don Ambrose, 
Melinda Plue, Jim Becker, Lisa Hilbish, Susan Long, Ven 
Burwell, and Susan Norwood. 



 
Budget Review 

 
APRIL PLEDGES 
Pledge Payments Budgeted      $18,750.00 
Pledge Payments Received     $15,678.80 
Difference        -$3,071.20 

 

JAN-APRIL PLEDGES 
Pledge Payments Budgeted     $75,000.00 
Pledge Payments Received     $67,364.92 
Difference        -$7,635.08 

 

 
 

Please remember that the church doesn't go on 
summer vacation.  There are still electric bills, 
telephone bills, salaries, and other expenses  

that must be paid. 
 

Is your pledge up to date? 

We make a living by what we get, but we 
make a life by what we give. 

 
~Winston Churchill 



Music Notes        Kathleen Prevost 
 
1. Thank you to everyone who 

participated in the music program 
this year.  This includes our adult 
choir members, our 18 children's 
choir members and their hugely 
supportive parents, those who played 
bells or drums or violin, and all the 

parishioners who sing joyfully on Sunday mornings. 
 
2. If you have ever considered singing in the choir, now is the 

time to try it!  During the summer, we invite anyone—young, 
old, middling—who would like to sing in our "summer" choir 
to join us in the sanctuary at 10 a.m. Sunday mornings.  We 
rehearse the hymns for the day and prepare to support the 
congregational singing at the 10:30 service.  Please join us. 

 
3. Have you ever wondered why we sing particular hymns at 

particular times of the year?  Everything depends on the church 
calendar.  Our church year begins with Advent and Christmas, 
during which we sing special hymns not usually sung at other 
times of the year—hymns about Christ's coming and 
birth.  Then, during Epiphany season, we sing both Epiphany 
hymns and general hymns.  Lent and Easter follow, and again, 
the music is special to each—more penitential during Lent, 
more joyful during Easter.  

 
4. The long time between Ash Wednesday and Trinity Sunday 

has ended.  No doubt some of the hymns appointed during 
these weeks have been less familiar.  Not so for the summer 
and fall!  We will be singing the old favorites throughout 
Pentecost season.  If there is a particular hymn you desire to 
sing, please tell the organist, and she will make sure to play it. 

 

To smile at the jest which plants a thorn in another's breast  
is to become a principal in the mischief.  

 

~Richard Brinsley Sheridan  



 

Congratulations to our Graduates 
 

 Congratulations to all of the St. 
Paul’s 2009 graduates!  Your church family 
is proud of you all. 
 
Madeleine Kern, who graduates from 

Monroe High School on June 12, will 
enter Davidson College in the fall.  She 
is the daughter of Tripp and Amy 
Helms. 

Richard and Susan are the proud parents of Robert Long, who will 
graduate June 14 from Piedmont High School.  He will attend 
UNC Chapel Hill. 

Murrill Oakes , daughter of John and Mary Murrill 
Oakes, graduated Cum Laude from Charlotte Latin School on 
May 22, 2009.  Murrill will attend Barnard College of 
Columbia University in New York City in the fall. 

Walker Constantinesco, daughter of Cherie Hill, received her 
Master’s of School Administration Degree from UNC-
Wilmington on Mother’s Day weekend.  Walker attended 
graduate school on a Principal’s Fellowship Scholarship. 
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Coffee Hosts Needed 
 

 We need just one more person, 
couple, or family to complete this year’s 
Coffee Host Schedule.  Dates that need to 
be covered are August 2 and November 1. 
 If you enjoy eating the food and 
drink supplied by our Coffee Hosts after 
Sunday services, won’t you please 
consider taking a turn and providing 
refreshments yourself?  If you can help, 

please contact Jenny Gale Tsering at jgtsering@gmail.com. 
 



General Guidelines  
for Commercial Photography  

at St Paul’s Church 
 

 The use of the interior of the church for commercial 
photography is not allowed without the express consent of the 
Rector and Vestry. 
 Commercial photographers are allowed to use the church’s 
yards and gardens, but are asked to adhere to the following 
guidelines: 
 

·  No fee will be charged for the use of the facility, but 
it is asked that any photographer who will collect a 
fee consider making an appropriate donation (tithe) 
to the church. 

 
·  Photographers and their parties are asked to respect 

the nature of the premises.  The Memorial Garden’s 
Columbarium is a consecrated burial place—a holy 
place—and should be treated accordingly. 

 
·  Photographers are asked to make an appointment 

with the church office for a time to use the facility 
so as not to be in conflict with church events. 

 
·  Photographers are asked to clean up after 

themselves and their parties. 
 

·  Photographers are asked to respect the rights and 
privacy of others who might be coming and going 
from the church during the time they are there. 

 
 Church members and staff are asked to convey these 
guidelines to those who might inquire about the use of the building 
and grounds, but remember to do so in a friendly and courteous 
manner.  Always remember we are the face of St. Paul’s and 
Christ. 
 



On Giving and Getting  
 
 British author Elizabeth 
Bibesco said, “Blessed are those who 
can give without remembering and 
take without forgetting.” 
 Can we follow her advice?  Do 
we really need to keep a mental 
account of our sharing?  Of course we 
must keep financial records for tax 
purposes, but why dwell on our 
generosity?  That might cultivate the sin of arrogant pride. 
 Instead, keep the good feeling derived from giving.  Dwell 
on that joy rather than on the amount or the service given.  Never 
forget what others have done for you.  A grateful heart blesses you 
as well as the people you help. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Outlook for Outreach 
 
 The Outreach Committee will host a planning session in 
late July to develop outreach projects for September 2009 through 
May 2010.  The date, time, and place will be announced later.   
 If you have an idea for a project or a sure-fire fundraiser, or 
if you want to be a part of whatever is planned, come to this 
meeting which is part brain-storming, part dreaming and part 
social.  Stay tuned for the date and time.  Info will be in the 
bulletin, on the website and sent out via e-mail.  Talk to Shelia 
Pueschel or Nancy Noles if you want to put your name on the 
Outreach Committee. 

 

~Nancy Noles 
 



Will You Help? 
 
 The Episcopal Church Women have 
a long tradition of providing food for 
individuals and families who have been 
affected by a birth, death, hospitalization, 
or other unforeseen circumstances.  
Because we hope to continue this tradition 
for many years to come, we have devised a 
new procedure to ensure that unforeseen 
hospitality requirements of the parish can 
be met quickly, assisting those in need without overtaxing the 
physical and financial resources of those who want to help. 
 Effective immediately, we are replacing the monthly 
hospitality groups with a simple rotation list.  Whenever a need for 
food, etc., arises, the Hospitality Coordinator will call the person(s) 
at the top of the rotation.  When a person (or couple) provides a 
service, that person’s/couple’s name is moved to the bottom of the 
list.  If someone is for any reason unable to help when contacted, 
that name will remain at the top of the rotation, so she will be 
called the next time there is a need...and so on. 
 Our hope is that this change will streamline the process 
while it spreads the opportunities for serving equally among our 
members.  Meals should be simple (no more than a casserole or 
main dish with a bagged salad or basic vegetable—but enough to 
serve four to six (4 – 6) people. 
 If you would like to take part in this special ministry—and 
we pray that you will—please send an e-mail to 
charlottegjenkins@windstream.net.  You do not have to be an 
ECW member, and you don’t have to be a master chef.  A frozen 
entrée from your supermarket or some warm soup are as welcome 
as a gourmet meal to those in need.  We will also gladly accept 
offers to help deliver food prepared by others. 
 So please consider adding your name to this important 
rotation...and remember that you can always ask to be excused if 
you are unable to help for a particular occasion but want to 
remain on the list! 
 



A Parent's Prayer 
 
Heavenly Father, 
 Make me a better parent.  
Teach me to understand my children, 
to listen patiently to what they have 
to say, and to answer all their 
questions kindly.  Keep me from 
interrupting them or contradicting 
them.  Make me as courteous to them 

as I would have them be to me. 
 Forbid that I should ever laugh at their mistakes, or resort 
to shame or ridicule when they displease me.  May I never punish 
them for my own selfish satisfaction or to show my power.  Let me 
not tempt my child to lie or steal.  And guide me hour by hour that 
I may demonstrate by all I say and do that honesty produces 
happiness. 
 Reduce, I pray, the meanness in me.  And when I’m out of 
sorts, help me, Lord, to hold my tongue. 
 May I ever be mindful that my children are children, and I 
should not expect of them the judgment of adults.  Let me not rob 
them of the opportunity to wait on themselves and to make 
decisions.  Bless me with the bigness to grant them all their 
reasonable requests and the courage to deny them privileges I 
know will do them harm.  Make me fair and just and kind.  And fit 
me, Lord, to be loved, respected and imitated by my children. 
Amen. 
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Episcopal Church Women 
 

 Summertime and vacations bring a lull 
to ECW business, but we’ll gear up again with 
a special Wine & Cheese party at 7:00 p.m. on 
Thursday, August 27. 
 If you are interested in having an 
ECW Restaurant Night over the summer, 
contact Susie Evans. 
 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

You’ll never get ahead of anyone  
as long as you try to get even with him. 

 

~Lou Holtz 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Do You Bee-Lieve in Miracles? 
 

 Entrechat for joy! is how Monroe’s Enquirer-Journal 
described the waning moments of the Literacy Council’s 2009 
Adult Spelling Bee.  But instead of the St. Luke’s Lutheran 
Church supporters pictured in the newspaper, it was the St. 
Paul’s Bee-Lievers who were dancing and leaping for joy after 
correctly spelling entrechat, a balletic jump. 
 For the second straight year—and the third time in the 
fundraising event’s eleven years—St. Paul’s brought home the 
Bee-Trice Trophy, outlasting the spellers from St. Luke’s, 
Wingate University, JAARS, Union Academy, and about 15 
other organizations.  Our winning team of Shelia Pueschel, 
Henry Jenkins, and Charlotte Jenkins won gift baskets from Dean 
& Deluca and bragging rights for the next year. 
 Special thanks go to Ven Burwell, who for the 11th year 
paid the substantial entry fee for St. Paul’s to participate in the 
main fundraising even for the Literacy Council of Union County. 



St. Catherine’s Guild News         Carole Pyle 
 
 On May 19th the St. 
Catherine’s ladies met for an 
informative program on cemetery 
restoration, which Charlotte and 
Henry Jenkins and Nancy Caudle 

have been involved in.  Restoring tombstones is no easy task.  
Watching their slide show made me glad that we have a 
columbarium at St. Paul’s.  Our ladies voted to send a donation to 
the Christ the King Summer Camp program.  At our meeting in 
March we donated funds to the Jewish World Watch Organization 
for their Solar Cooker Project to aid refugees in Darfur.  After the 
program, Sandy Dailey and Jane Beamer served a wonderful 
lunch.  Father Gary joined us for this repast. 
 We do not meet again until September 15.  Our program 
that day will be about Hospice and how it works.  We welcome 
anyone in the church who is interested to join us in the library at 
10:30.  Charlotte Jenkins and Nancy Caudle will be our hostesses 
that day. 
 We encourage any knitters or crocheters in the church to 
work with our Prayer Shawl Ministry.  We also knit and crochet 
for the Seamen’s Chapel.  We have patterns available and some 
yarn on hand.  Donations of yarn are always appreciated.  If you 
want to get involved or have questions, please call Carole Pyle at 
704-846-3227 or email cdwpyle@msn.com.  
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What better way to train our children in ways of the Lord  
than to welcome them to become viable, contributing members of 

our congregations as they grow and develop?   
This hospitable approach will do marvelous things not only  
for the present church, but yes, for the church of the future  

as these children learn to love the place  
where God's honor dwells, and as they find their place within it. 

  
~Shirley Wilson,  

Organist at First Presbyterian Church in Erie, PA 



 Sunday School NEWS         Nicole Dunn 
 
 Summer is right around the corner and with 
it…Vacation Bible School!  Get ready for the adrenaline-filled, 
action-packed VBS adventure of a lifetime at Camp E.D.G.E. 
– Experience and Discover GOD Everywhere!  Each day, we 
will trek to a new place, learn an E.D.G.E. pledge, listen and 
sing rockin’ new music, eat a yummy snack, play games, and 
create a cool craft.  We hope you will sign up your child(ren), 
grandkids, neighbors, etc.   
 VBS will be held June 22-26 from 9AM to 12PM!  If 
you have any questions, please contact Nicole Dunn at 
nicole_d24@hotmail.com or 704-821-9613.  A sign- up sheet 
will be on the bulletin board across from the church office.  If 
you are willing to volunteer to help out or make a donation for 
supplies, either is appreciated. 
 Sunday School classes have ended for the summer.  It is 
our hope that your child will accompany you to services during 
the break.  We will resume classes in September.  Thanks for 
all your support this year! 

 
June 

18 Olivia Prevost 
20 Anna Meade 
21 Brittany Ashcraft 

July 
  
  9 Anne Marie Perry 
10 Maddie Wise 
20 McKenzi Jones 
24 Robert Long 
26 Ellison Anderson 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lay Reader Guild Members Commissioned  
 

 Tripp Helms and Jim Wetherbee 
will begin serving as lectors beginning 
with the summer quarter.  Please 
welcome them.  All lectors, chalice 
bearers, and worship leaders (formerly 
called lay readers) were commissioned 
during 10:30 services on May 31.   
Christopher Flack was commissioned as 
a Lay Eucharistic Visitor; he is now 

licensed to take communion directly from our Eucharists to 
members who are unable to attend services at St. Paul’s. 
 

~Don Ambrose 



 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
. 16-18   Family Weekend at 

         Valle  

 
 

2009 
 

June 10        Last Day of School 
June 21        Father’s Day 
August 25    School Begins Again 
Oct. 16-18    Family Weekend at 
         Valle Crucis 
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